
May 2026 KY Child Health and Climate Action Meeting Summary 
 
Christine Brinkman CEO of Louisville Grows https://www.louisvillegrows.org/ discussed 
their efforts in citizen forestry, working to improve the tree canopy on Louisville Metro to 
combat heat island effects, support our watersheds and improve air quality.  She 
encourages pediatricians to talk to their patients and families about the benefits of being 
outdoors and inspire them to go outside. Current activities: goal to plant 1000 trees in 
2026, focus on Newburg Rd. corridor/watershed area for tree planting, and a move toward 
urban horticulture and a holistic approach. They are working w Alberta O. Jones park to 
establish an urban orchard, in partnership w the Orchard Brigade for tree maintenance. 
Christine also mentioned a presentation about the in utero benefits of nature exposure by 
Andrea F. Tabor. 

 

Byron Gary, attorney with Kentucky Resources Council, reviewed some of the highlights of 
the 2026 legislative session regarding environmental issues as well as issues they continue 
to work on to protect our air, water and soil. A review of the legislative issues here 
https://kyrc.org/the-good-the-bad-and-the-ugly-2026-legislative-session-in-retrospect-pdf 

Other discussion included : REACT’s work regarding Anderson Wood Product Company in 
the Parkland neighborhood in Louisville to decrease the excessive particulate emissions, 
ways to better monitor air quality around schools, legislation that passed to support Forest 
School accreditations, the Mill Creek Station permitting proposals, Clariant Corporation 
emissions issues, the status of the recent data center in Southwest Louisville Metro and 
lead levels in children.  Discussions focused on the role of the pediatrician in promoting a 
healthy environment for children and families. 

References:  

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district/services/proposed-
actions-apcd  

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district/air-sensors-schools 
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